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5 Under-the-Radar Whiskey Trails 

 

Cognac, France: Where tradition meets a tasty twist. 

Most people come to Cognac for the brandy. But lately, this elegant region in southwestern 
France has been making room in its cellars for whiskey. French distillers are bringing wine-
world finesse to their grain game, aging in local oak, experimenting with terroir, and creating 
spirits as smooth as the landscape. Imagine sipping a single malt in the courtyard of a 
chateau, surrounded by vineyards and cobblestone streets. Très chic! 

Check Out: 

• Maison Benjamin Kuentz: A modern French producer known for elegant blends 
that balance tradition with creativity. 
https://www.maisonbenjaminkuentz.com 

• Distillerie Warenghem: Makers of Armorik, one of the first single malt whiskies to 
put France on the global whiskey map. 
https://www.distillerie-warenghem.com 

• Brenne Whisky: Crafted in Cognac at a third-generation farm distillery, this single 
malt is floral, fruit-forward, and distinctly French. 
https://www.brennewhisky.com/our-story 

• Maison Rémy Martin: While best known for Cognac, their visitor experience offers 
insight into traditional French distillation techniques. 
https://www.remymartin.com/en-us/visit-us/ 

 

 

Nagano and Yamanashi, Japan: Whiskey with altitude, precision, and some seriously 
scenic sips. 

Nagano and Yamanashi are two of Japan’s most beautiful inland prefectures. Think 
towering mountains, hidden hot springs, and forests that look like watercolor paintings. 
Together, they offer a whisky trail that’s less about big crowds and more about small-batch 
excellence. Distillers here are crafting spirits shaped by snowmelt, volcanic soil, and a 
devotion to detail. It’s the perfect pairing of Japan’s natural calm and its relentless pursuit 
of flavor. 
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Check Out: 

• Mars Shinshu Distillery: Japan’s highest distillery, known for mountain-aged single 
malts and creative releases. 
https://www.hombo.co.jp 

• Komoro Distillery: A sleek, modern distillery set near Mt. Asama, led by world-
renowned blender Ian Chang. 
https://komorodistillery.com/en 

• Shizuoka Distillery: Technically located in nearby Shizuoka Prefecture. This 
innovative distillery is known for using local cedar and traditional direct-fire stills. 
https://shizuoka-distillery.jp/en/ 

 

 

Pacific Northwest, USA: Moody forests. Bright ideas. Excellent pours. 

Oregon and Washington may not scream “whiskey trail,” but don’t be fooled. This is where 
the craft spirit movement is thriving. Bold distillers are pushing boundaries with single 
malts, heritage grains, and wine barrel finishes. Plus, you’re never far from a tasting room 
with a view of a vineyard, a volcano, or both. Rugged, creative, and a little foggy in the best 
way. 

Check Out: 

• Westward Whiskey: American single malts made with locally sourced barley and a 
beer-inspired brewing process. 
https://westwardwhiskey.com 

• Copperworks Distilling Co.: Seattle-based distillery focused exclusively on 
American single malt, with meticulous attention to grain and fermentation. 
https://copperworksdistilling.com 

• Woodinville Whiskey Co.: A grain-to-glass distillery producing small-batch 
bourbon and rye just outside of Seattle. 
https://woodinvillewhiskeyco.com 

• Hood River Distillers: Oregon’s oldest distillery, crafting a range of local spirits with 
a Pacific Northwest sensibility. 
https://www.hrdspirits.com 
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Tasmania, Australia: Wild, remote, and surprisingly refined. 

This island off Australia’s southern coast may feel a world away. And that’s part of the 
charm. Tasmania’s cool climate, pure water, and small-batch spirit have made it a global 
darling in the whiskey world. The distilleries here are as serious about sustainability as they 
are about flavor. You’ll find award-winning single malts served with a side of coastal 
scenery, native botanicals, and laid-back Aussie vibes. 

Check Out: 

• Lark Distillery: Pioneers of the modern Tasmanian whisky movement, producing 
rich, complex single malts. 
https://larkdistillery.com 

• Sullivans Cove: Internationally acclaimed for its small-batch single malt, 
handcrafted in Hobart. 
https://sullivanscove.com 

 

Colorado, USA: High-altitude whiskey with Rocky Mountain soul. 

In Colorado, whiskey gets aged a mile high. And it shows. The thinner air and dramatic 
temperature swings speed up the maturation process, delivering rich flavor in record time. 
But this isn’t just a gimmick. The state’s distilleries are grounded in real craftsmanship, 
creative blending, and deep pride in their local grain. Expect bold, frontier-style spirits with 
plenty of backbone and maybe a snowy peak in the background. 

Check Out: 

• Stranahan’s Colorado Whiskey: One of the earliest American single malt 
producers, based in Denver and known for its bold, full-bodied whiskey. 
https://stranahans.com 

• Laws Whiskey House: A grain-to-glass operation crafting complex whiskeys from 
heirloom Colorado grains. 
https://lawswhiskeyhouse.com 
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Next Steps:  

Working with Extended Escapes 

Where’s Your Whiskey Adventure? 

Whiskey travel isn’t just about tastings. It’s about place, story, and experience. Whether you're 
following the smoky trails of Islay, exploring new-wave distilleries in Ireland, or sipping bourbon 
under big Southern skies, these trips are about more than what’s in your glass. They’re about the 
journey that gets you there. 

Regardless of which whiskey personality you fit into, there’s a trip that matches your taste and travel 
style. I’m here to help you find it. Whether you’re after rare pours, scenic sips, or a relaxed 
introduction to the world of whiskey, we’ll design it together. 

 

Hi, I’m Stephanie Austin — founder of Extended Escapes and your go-to expert for whiskey-inspired 
travel.  

I help busy professionals like you plan custom getaways 
that go beyond the typical vacation. Whether you're 
dreaming of sipping your way through Scotland, exploring 
small-batch distilleries in Ireland, or tasting your way 
across bourbon country, I’ll handle the details so you can 
focus on the fun. 

What You Can Expect From Me: 

  Honest guidance (no sugarcoating or sales fluff) 

  Custom-crafted itineraries that leave room for real 
enjoyment 

  A partner who takes care of the hard stuff so you can 
actually relax 

If this guide sparked ideas for your next escape, let’s talk. My consults are complimentary... and 
they’re the first step to a well-planned, well-poured adventure 

 Contact Me Today:  Visit My Socials: 

 
stephanie@extendedescapes.com 

 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stephanie-
l-austin-pmp/  
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